CHAPTER XI

TRACED AT LAST
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<<< I am alone. None is mine; of none else am I; I see
not any of whom I am; nor do I see one that is mine."
Mahabharata, Sant 329.

Then one said unto him, "Behold, thy mother and
brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee."
*' But," he answered and said, <( who is my mother and
who are my brethren ? "

St. Mathew.

WHEN Venkataraman suddenly left Madura on the 29th
August, 1896, his absence was soon noticed and the
letter left by him among his brother's books was picked
up. It was like the explosion of a bomb for the family ;

they never even dreamt that the boy would bolt away.
Nothing harsh was said ; or at any rate nothing hansher
than the usual scolding was given him ; and yet the boy
had run away without telling any one! Where could
he have gone ? They began to search for him, and

-communicated the painful news to his mother and relations
.at Manamadura. To her especially it was a bolt from
the blue. They tried their best to get a clue by enquiring

-of friends, neighbours and others. But none gave any

-/useful information. The boy had taken away three